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Reviews of the All Creatures Great and Small by James
Herriot
Vut
I had read Herriot's series on his veterinary experiences many years ago but was prompted to revisit
it again after reading the latest book by Jan Karon where I became reacquainted with Father Tim
and the small town of Mitford, NC. Not yet ready to leave so charming an atmosphere, I happened
upon a kindred reader in the waiting room of a medical office who was in the process of reading
Herriot's little gem and I recognized it at once as "just what the doctor ordered."
Herriot's books, of course, are set in the northern English countryside, complete with all the
"delicious" dialects that are characteristic of the region. He captures the local atmosphere brilliantly
-- in recalling all the colorful characters (both animal and human) he meets while conducting his
rounds and they are "delicious." As in the Mitford Series, there are squabbles and courtships, trials
and triumphs and an endless number of humorous anecdotes to enjoy and you will come away
feeling you've had a lovely vacation in the North Country amid some of the friendliest folk around.
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Xtintisha
I have not seen the BBC series - one of the most popular of all time, so this was all new to me. What
a delight. Just one great story after another, as James Herriot, aka James Wight, learns the ropes of
the veterinary business. I don't know how I made it to age 63 without read this book. James Wight is
a fun and funny writer. The stories feel so real, but apparently are loosely based on real events and
stories, not necessarily commensurate with the time period in which they are portrayed, all wrapped
in the guise of an autobiography. But it really doesn't matter. This a truly a 5 star masterpiece. It's
no wonder it has withstood the test of time.
TheMoonix
What is not to like...I have read this at least twice before as a book, now it is on my good old Kindle,
it is like visiting an old friend..
This is James first book, where he tells about meeting his employer, the area, the people and of
course the animals he deals with.
After all the trash we run across daily what a breath of fresh air.
Herriot is a good writer and keeps things moving along..
A word to the wise, do not loan out your James Herriot books they don't find their way back, people
like and keep them because they
are so good to read....
I recommend them for all ages, read to those too young to read, those who like animals and someone
who needs a lift at the
end of the day...
One also learns of the language of England and the mountain folks...Those of us who have worked
around animals most of
our lives really enjoy what James needs to deal with daily..
You have not lived until you have run across a muddy pen wearing big overshoes in 30 degree below
zero with a mad cow
blowing snot in your back pocket, nope ..

Dutch........
Xal
Inspired by my father's love of the Herriot books, I watched the TV series on the Beeb from its first
broadcast and enjoyed the adaptations. I thought that 2018 would not be too late to introduce my
Tennessean wife to the books, and she's devouring this, the first in the sequence.
I'm not unfamiliar with the life and characters as portrayed in the books, but she's finding it a new
experience that perhaps goes part way to explain some of the little idiosyncrasies that she's come to
expect. I never could read the stories without hearing the accents (and dialects) in my head;
although I'm not from Yorkshire and was born after the events described in them, but they still
manage to create a wistful remembrance of things past (that are probably less common in the 21st
century) and with a little experience having seen a vitnery at work on a farm, doubly so.
I suppose that somebody with a little experience of farm animals or even pets would feel an empathy
with one or more of the situations described in the books; that's the way it is for me, but what stands
out more than that are the characters. If you've been around long enough, no matter where it has
been, you probably recognize the characters of Siegfried and Tristan, and the way that Herriot has
to deal with them in the midst of four-legged characters who can be even more cranky or wanton.
I know somebody who's read the book and feels that all he needs then is a good Yorkshire pint or
three, a view of the dales and drinking partners with dry wistful humour to make it through the day.
Sometimes, I agree.
LONUDOG
I bought this for my adult son because it was one of my all time favorite books when I was much
younger. He is usually into mysteries or thrillers so I wasn't sure he would like this. He ended up
reading the whole book in just two days. He loved it. His comment was "I tried to make it last, but I



just wanted to keep reading." He is anxious to read some of Herriot's other books. This book is filled
with wonderful accounts of many of the situations country vet Herriot (pen name), gets involved in
while building his practice. Herriot had both large and small animal patients (hence the title) and
the animals were often easier to deal with than their owners. He writes with a great sense of humor
and with his attention to detail and great descriptions, the reader feels like they are there in the
chilly barn watching him work on a cow or in his examining room working on a sick dog or cat.
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